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One person dead, four hurt in I-41 crash
GERMANTOWN — An 18-year-

old female died and four others
were seriously hurt in a three-
vehicle crash Sunday night involv-

ing a wrong-way driver on Inter-
state 41 just south of Holy Hill
Road.

According to a Germantown

Police Department news release,
around 10:22 p.m., the department
received several calls reporting a
crash on northbound I-41 south, of
Holy Hill Road. Callers told
authorities that a vehicle was trav-
eling south in the northbound

lanes and several vehicles had
crashed.

When first responders arrived,
they found a three-vehicle crash
with one vehicle burning. Several
passing motorists stopped and
helped put out the fire.

The news release said evidence
and witness reports stated that a
Subaru SUV had been driven on
the wrong side of the divided
highway by a 20-year-old man from

Incident occurred Sunday night

RAISING THE ROOF TRUSS

Hayes Goodman/Daily News Staff

A tall crane lifts a roof truss in place Friday onto  the fifth floor of the Rincon 225 apartment building now under construction in down-
town Hartford.The building will be the home for 82 apartments.The building is tentatively expected to be ready for occupancy some-
time around May.

Is ‘still very much in the
information-gathering
stage,’ says Fischer

By Brianna Vogel
bvogel@conleynet.com

262-306-5046

WEST BEND — While the Board of Education
has mentioned the future possibility of consolidat-
ing the district’s high schools, any determination is
far in the future. They are, however, discussing
changing the current policy as it pertains to merg-
ing the two and some much-needed work in the 50-
year-old buildings.

The discussion during the Dec. 2 Committee of
the Whole school board meeting stemmed from Pol-
icy 188, which details the process put in place in
March 2015 for the district to formally evaluate con-
solidating the high schools. 

Superintendent Don Kirkegaard said the focal
point was the current policy and what is required if
a merger of West Bend West and East high schools
would take place.

“Just as the board reviews other policies periodi-
cally, they agreed on Dec. 2 that the Policy Commit-
tee should look at this policy to determine if it is
workable,” Kirkegaard said. 

WEST BEND SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board far from
deciding about
consolidating 
high schools

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com

262-306-5054

HARTFORD — A proposed rede-
velopment plan for property on the
Highway 60 corridor into the city
will be unveiled at the city’s Com-
mon Council meeting tonight.

Since Kmart closed its Hartford
Plaza location along Highway 60 in
the city, less than a handful of busi-
nesses still operate in the complex
and very little activity appears to be
going on at the site. Earlier this
year, however, city officials, an area
bank and community business have
remained active behind the scenes,
including authorizing a study com-
pleted recently by Vandewalle and

Associates to examine “out of the
box” ideas for developing the prop-
erty as more than just additional
retail space.

The redevelopment concepts
depict a number of uses, which are
considered feasible based on a
growing market and existing com-
munity development standards.
The possible uses, which would be
part of a multi-million redevelop-
ment, would include:

■ Subdivision and phasing
proposal – An enhanced street
grid with opportunities for parcel
subdivision and phased develop-
ment.

■ Residential – Up to four low-
rise residential towers with poten-
tial for up to 150 units, ample park-

ing, on-site green space and club-
house amenities, and outstanding
views of adjacent protected wet-
lands.

■ Commercial – Two mixed
commercial/retail buildings of
approximately 24,000 square feet
each, suitable for professional
offices, service-oriented businesses
and boutique shopping.

■ Outlots – Two stand-alone out-
lots desired for fast, casual restau-
rant development, such as a brew
pub, sports bar, or popular chains,
each offering high visibility to
Highway 60 and outdoor seating
potential.

“Zoning changes may be consid-
ered to accommodate multi-family
residential development of suffi-

cient density,” the plan said.
To help pay for the costs of the

study, the city applied for and
received grant money from the
Brownfield Grants Program,
which is coordinated by Washing-
ton County. The grant was for
about $24,000 and other remain-

ing costs were to be paid by Equi-
table Bank, which has taken over
the property.

“We want to determine the best
way to move forward to market
this property and we feel this study 

HARTFORD COMMON COUNCIL

Development plan for old Kmart
property to be unveiled tonight

Brownfield grant, bank helped pay for study costs

Daily News file photo

This photo, taken sometime this past summer, shows the mostly vacant Hart-
ford Plaza located along Highway 60 in the city. Since Kmart closed its location
in the plaza about three years ago most of the building has remained vacant.

See CRASH, PAGE 8A

See SCHOOLS, PAGE 8A

See DEVELOP, PAGE 8A
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
The U.S. government
across three White House
administrations misled the
public about failures in the
Afghanistan war, often sug-
gesting success where it
didn’t exist, according to
thousands of pages of doc-
uments obtained by The
Washington Post. 

The documents reveal
deep frustrations about
America’s conduct of the
Afghanistan war, including
the ever-changing U.S.
strategy, the struggles to
develop an effective Afghan
fighting force and persis-
tent failures to defeat the
Taliban and combat cor-
ruption throughout the
government. 

‘‘We were devoid of a fun-
damental understanding of
Afghanistan — we didn’t
know what we were doing,’’

Douglas Lute, a three-star
Army general who served
as the White House’s
Afghan war czar during
the Bush and Obama
administrations, told gov-
ernment interviewers in
2015. 

The interviews were con-
ducted as part of a
‘‘Lessons Learned’’ project
by the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction over the
past several years. The
Post sought and received
raw interview data
through the Freedom of
Information Act and law-
suits. 

The documents quote
officials close to the 18-
year war effort describing
a campaign by the U.S.
government to distort the
grim reality of the war. 

‘‘Every data point was

altered to present the best
picture possible,’’ Bob
Crowley, an Army colonel
who served as a counterin-
surgency adviser to U.S.
military commanders in
2013 and 2014, told govern-
ment interviewers, accord-
ing to the Post. ‘‘Surveys,
for instance, were totally
unreliable but reinforced
that everything we were
doing was right and we
became a self-licking ice
cream cone.’’ 

The Pentagon released a
statement Monday saying
there has been ‘‘no intent’’
by the department to mis-
lead Congress or the pub-
lic. 

Defense Department offi-
cials ‘‘have consistently
briefed the progress and
challenges associated with
our efforts in Afghanistan,
and DoD provides regular
reports to Congress that
highlight these chal-
lenges,’’ said Lt. Col.
Thomas Campbell, a
department spokesman.
‘‘Most of the individuals
interviewed spoke with the
benefit of hindsight. Hind-
sight has also enabled the
department to evaluate
previous approaches and
revise our strategy, as we
did in 2017 with the launch
of the president’s South
Asia strategy.’’ 
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Crash
From Page 1A

Jackson. That vehicle then
collided with a northbound
sedan that was being driven
by Shellie Becker of the
Town of West Bend.

A second northbound
vehicle, driven by a 33-year-
old man from Kaukauna,

then struck the Subaru.
All vehicles involved

came to a rest on the high-
way, blocking traffic.

The driver of the Subaru
was freed from the wreck-
age and transported to
Froedtert Hospital in
Wauwatosa with serious
injuries. A 20-year-old male
passenger from West Bend
also had to be freed from a
wrecked vehicle and was
sped to Froedtert Hospital
with serious injuries. A 21-
year-old male passenger
from Juneau was able to
free himself from the
wreckage and was taken to
Froedtert Hospital in
Menomonee Falls. He was
later transferred to
Froedtert Hospital in
Wauwatosa with serious
injuries.

Becker died at the scene.
A 20-year-old male passen-
ger had to be freed from the
wreckage by emergency
personnel and was trans-
ported to an area hospital,
also with serious injuries.
The third vehicle had two
adults inside along with
their four children, ages 4,
6, 8, and 10. None of them
were injured.

Authorities said in a news
release that the investiga-
tion is ongoing, but they
believe alcohol may have
been a factor.

Schools
From Page 1A

The board is a long way
from making any decisions,
board member Paul Fischer
said, and is taking steps one
at a time.

“In fact, I believe we all
recognize that we’re still
very much in the informa-
tion-gathering stage of this
effort, and to offer any for-
mal recommendation about
any facility at this point
would be premature,” Fisch-
er said. 

The policy in question is
188, which he defined as the
process that, unless legal
changes are made to alter it,
the board will follow to look
into and possibly see to
fruition the consolidation of
the high schools. 

School board President
Joel Ongert said it has not
really been reviewed since it
was put in place, but he and
others agreed it is some-
thing to consider. 

“The Policy Committee
wants to review the policy to
ensure it’s still relevant and
applicable should the idea of
consolidating the high
schools ever surface again,”
Ongert said.

He gave the example of a
financial challenge to the
district that could make con-
solidation favorable, but
under current policy the
process to do so would be so
lengthy that option would
not be available as a short-
term solution. Presently, it
could take as many as two
years just to discuss the
idea, create committees and
gauge community support
through a referendum. For
this reason and others, some
board members said they
thought it would be benefi-
cial to review the policy.

“The Policy Committee
may or may not put this pol-
icy on a future meeting
agenda to review,” Ongert
said. “Over the past few
years, community members

have asked board members
if consolidating the high
school is on the table, so to
speak, as it relates to a
potential high school facili-
ties referendum. I view
these as two completely sep-
arate issues.”

But Fischer said it is not
essential to change the poli-
cy, because if there was a
need to consolidate the
schools, the board already
has the authority to do so.

“The board has the
authority to pursue consoli-
dation should it choose to do
so based on how policy 188
currently reads,” Fischer
said, “so revising the policy
is not a requirement.”

Kirkegaard said some peo-
ple in the district are not
aware of the realities of the
aging high schools.

A recent facilities report
showed the middle and
intermediate schools in
good condition, but West
and East need major work.

“Our facilities staff give it
a facilities condition index
of 43 percent. Anything
more than 30 percent is con-
sidered critical,”
Kirkegaard said. “In addi-
tion, age is catching up with
many of our facilities and
even with adding funds to
our capital improvement
budget, that fact will not
change.”

Ongert agreed that there
is no way around the fact
that improvements are
much needed at West and
East.

“Our high school facility
needs work, whether it
houses two separate high
schools or not,” Ongert said.
“Right now our board is
focused on the facility needs
in the district, not on con-
solidating the high schools
into one.”

Develop
From Page 1A

should be able to make the
correct decision,” said
Mayor Tim Michalak. “The
bank has been helpful in
stepping forward and
working with us on this.

The bank currently has a
company working to sell
the property.”

Michalak said earlier he
is very optimistic about
the future of the location.

“It is a prime location,”
Michalak said. “Conduct-
ing the study is showing
that the community is will-

ing to marshal its
resources to work with a
developer that has the
imagination to move for-
ward with something the
city believes is something
profitable for a developer
and a real benefit to the
city.”

City Administrator Steve

Volkert said the study will
be used to help market the
different aspects of the
property for the bank and
realtor.

Equitable Bank has the
17.46 acres with the exist-
ing 150,000 square feet of
multi-tenant shopping cen-
ter for sale for $3.4 million.

Lottery
Saturday, Dec. 7  

WISCONSIN
Pick 3                                  0-2-7 
Pick 4                               2-4-3-7 
Megabucks       11-21-22-23-36-46
SuperCash         1-21-22-31-37-38
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Powerball              18-42-53-62-66  
Powerball                                 25
Power Play                               3
Badger 5                2-12-28-30-31

Sunday, Dec. 8  
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                  9-5-3 
Pick 4                               7-7-2-9  
SuperCash       13-18-22-26-30-35
SuperCash Doubler: Yes  
Badger 5                    1-3-4-25-29

Monday, Dec. 9  
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                  4-6-8 
Pick 4                               6-5-2-6  
SuperCash       13-23-28-31-32-34
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5                     2-3-5-23-30  

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

Submitted drawing

This is the latest artist’s rendering of a possible multi-million dollar redevelopment plan for the Hartford Plaza located along
Highway 60 in one of the main entrances into Hartford.

Report: U.S. misled public on Afghanistan war progress 
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TONIGHT
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Clear
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TOMORROW

Mostly Sunny 

12/7

THURSDAY

Cloudy

28/24
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Mostly Cloudy 

36/32

SATURDAY 
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Ashland
4/-3

Wausau
Z/-9Eau Claire

1/-3
Green E

8/-2

Appleton 
La Crosse Oshkosh ^ ®/-2 
9/5 io/2 •

Beaver Dam West
13/7 • #12

REGIONAL FORECAST
COMFORT INDEX 
What the air will teel Ike 
tomorrow, based on the 
temperature. humidity 
and wind spood 
1 poor; 10 excellent.

^Florence
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TEMPERATURES 
SHOWN ARE 
TOMORROW'S 
HIGHS AND LOWS.

\ ILLINOIS •
Chicago Madison • •
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Sunset today................... 4:16 p.m. Moonrise tomorrow.....................4:08 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow............ 7:15 a.m. Moonset tomorrow......................6:28 a.m.

ALMANAC
Statistics tor Milwaukee Yesterday
High/Low. West Bend............39/32
High/Low................................46/41
Normal High/Low ..................35/22
Last year's high (or date.............. 28
Last year’s low tor date..............14
Precipitation, West Bend... 0.02" 
Precipitation, Milwaukee ... 0.06"
Precsp. month to date........... 0.24"
Precip. year to date.............  44.30"
Snowfall Yesterday..................0.0"
Snow season to date ............13.7"
• Precipitation is the liquid equivalent ol 
grew, ice and ram.________________

Dec. 12 Dec. 18 Dec. 26 Jan. 2 
Full Last New First

WIND CHILL TOMORROW

A composite of 8 a- ......................
the effects of Noon.................. -4
temperature and
wind on the 4 p.m.................. -1
human body 8 p m..................... 0

HEATING DEGREE
An index of energy consumption 
indicating how many degrees the day's 
moan temperature was below 66
degrees.
Yesterday....................................... 21
Month to date............................... 261
Season to date...........................1670
Normal season to date...............1681

NATIONAL FORECAST Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019

Rain

mm
Storms

1 M K
i.i.

Snow

Cold Front 

Warm Front

Stationary
Front

> >> >>
Jetstream

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Clear until early morning then changing to partly cloudy. 
Lows around 5. West winds 5 to 10 mph.
Wednesday: Partly sunny in the morning then clearing. Highs around 
16. Northwest winds 5 to 15 mph.

MARINE FORECAST
Lake Michigan near shore forecast:
Tonight: W wind around 15 kt. Mostly clear. Waves 1 to 2 ft. 
Wednesday: WNW wind 10 to 20 kt. Mostly sunny. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

Lake Michigan water temperature is 32 degrees. 

ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST
The UVI forecast for Wednesday is 1
UV scale and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 low risk, 3-5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk. 8-10 very high risk. 11-over extreme risk.

TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR TOMORROW
ATLANTA CHICAGO DALLAS

^3 High: 52 
Lows 38

DENVER

High: 47 
Low: 25

MINNEAPOLIS

High: 1 
Low: -2

SEATTLE

/ High: 49
Low: 4«

High: 23 
Low: 19

LOS ANOELES

High: 67 
Low: 51

NEW YORK

High: 35 
Low: 26

ST. LOUIS

High: 43 
Low: 29

High: 52 
Low: 34

MIAMI

High: 61 
Lowt 73

PHOENIX

Low: 47

WASHINGTON

High: 40 
Low: 27

Create a presence and position your business name 
in front of2000+ of people by participating in the

WLSTBEND
46th Annual

Home, Sporting & Recreation Expo
AWcK 13,14, and 15, 2020 

Washington County Fait4 Park 
West Bend

BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE
Receive FREE electricity for 

your booth with this ad!
For more details:

• Email: Jill@wbachamber.org
• Call (262) 338-2666
• wbachamber.org - under “events” tab

Media Sponsor. ■̂ ►COnley Fndgy Sponsor I

YOU KNOU/, STAR/MG AT THE TV 
U/H£N I'M TALK INC, TO YOU 
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"CALL ME IN THE A/EXT 
30 MINUTES, G>ET OUR 

ESTIMATE ANO WELL <5/1VE 
YOU THIS GREAT STEAK KMlFE 
SET. YOURS TO KEEP, EVEN 

IF YOU BUY FROM THE 
COMPETITION. "
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Submitted photo

Fox Brothers Piggly Wiggly President Pat Fox braces for his pie from Hartford Special Olympics athlete Rebekah Blackman.

HERE IT COMES!
Penny drive yields sweet rewards amid some messiness

HARTFORD — A penny drive
held recently by Fox Brothers
Piggly Wiggly meant great

news for Hartford Special Olympics
and messy news for store leaders. 

Each Fox Brothers store collected
pennies and picked a charity of
their choice to which the money
would go. 

Fox Bros. President Pat Fox sweet-

ened the deal by promising that he
and company Director of Operations
Pat Barnes would take pies in the
face at the stores that raised the
most money. Fox Bros. Piggly Wiggly
stores are 100-percent employee-
owned and the idea was generated
by the Employee Stock Ownership
Plan Committee. 

Hartford Piggly Wiggly Store Man-

ager Brian Hass, a coach for the
Hartford Special Olympics, upped
the ante by promising to also take a
pie in the face. It helped make the
store second in fundraising among
the nine Piggly Wiggly stores. They
raised $610, just behind the
Saukville Piggly Wiggly. 

Hass said 100 percent of the funds
will go to Special Olympics. 

By Christina Luick
cluick@conleynet.com

262-224-4166

WEST BEND — District 4
Alderman Chris Jenkins
announced he will be run-
ning for mayor of West
Bend.

Then-Mayor Kraig Sad-
ownikow resigned at the end
of the Oct. 21 Common
Council meeting to avoid a
conflict of interest with his
construction company,
American Architectural
Group, which is behind the
Towne-Place Suites by Mar-
riott Hotel proposed for the
former Gehl site in West
Bend. Sadownikow was
elected mayor in April 2011
and would have been up for
re-election in April 2020.

Alderman and Council
President Steve Hoogester
has been serving as acting
mayor in the meantime.

Alderman Rich Kasten of
District 5 announced his
candidacy for the mayoral
seat in November.

“I have been actively
involved in our community
for quite some time,” Jenk-
ins said in a press release.

“ B e g i n n i n g
with a small
role in Mayor
S a d o w n -
ikow’s task
force, I then
moved to the
West Bend
L i b r a r y
Board. In a

matter of months, I was
elected president of that
board and for three terms
led that department on a
path of fiscal sustainability
and strategic planning.”

Jenkins is on his third
term as alderman.

“In this role, I’ve had the
opportunity to be a part of
our hiring, budgeting, and
road planning processes
while working with my fel-
low aldermen on various
policies to move our city for-
ward while maintaining a
fiscally sound approach,” he
said.

He is a graduate of West
Bend West High School. He
is currently the village
administrator for Elmwood
Park where he is also trea-
surer and clerk.

WEST BEND

Chris Jenkins
announces

bid for mayor
Alderman, County Board

member is second 
to put his hat in the ring

Jenkins

See JENKINS, PAGE 8A

By Brianna Vogel
bvogel@conleynet.com

262-306-5046

GERMANTOWN — The
Germantown School District
is closer to finding a replace-
ment for retiring superin-
tendent Jeffrey Holmes after
interviewing more candi-
dates this month. Five candi-
dates initially applied for the
position, and School Exec
Connect consultant Jack
Linehan interviewed them
after various district leaders
worked to create an ideal
candidate profile.

Results from an online
survey and focus groups

were incorporated into the
profile. Linehan said no one
person will meet all the cri-
teria; it is just a template for
the people he interviewed —
two in November and more
this month.

The three-part online sur-
vey produced results based
on 373 responses, School
Exec Connect consultant
Matt Gibson said.

The quality of staff was
identified as a top strength
of the district, but having
state-of-the-art curriculum
and prioritizing content
mastery rather than test

GERMANTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Community feedback
helps with search for
new superintendent
Online survey, focus groups used 

in creating candidate profile

See SEARCH, PAGE 8A

Un-bee-lievable
Beekeeping has
rich history in
West Bend 8B

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com

262-306-5054

HARTFORD — In a decision they
hope shows the city will leave no stone
unturned in trying to promote eco-
nomic development, the Common
Council on Tuesday night endorsed a
proposed development plan that could
bring economic prosperity to the now
largely vacant Hartford Plaza.

City Administrator Steve Volkert
said the study can now be used to help
market the different aspects of the
property for the bank and realtor —
options in addition to its current use
for retail space.

A development study completed by
Vandewalle and Associates of the
nearly 17.5 acre site was presented to
aldermen Tuesday night and dis-
cussed in depth before the endorse-
ment vote was taken. Since Kmart
closed its Hartford Plaza location
along Highway 60 about three years
ago, less than a handful of businesses
still operate in the complex and very
little activity appears to be going on
there. Earlier this year, however, city
officials, the bank that now owns the

property and community development
leaders have remained active behind
the scenes including authorizing the
study.

Daniel Johns, associate planner and
economic analyst for Vandewalle and

Associates and who helped write the
report, said two options were offered
as possible development options for
the property in the final report.

Submitted rendering

This is the latest artist’s rendering of a possible multi-million dollar redevelopment
plan for the Hartford Plaza located along Highway 60 in one of the main entrances
into Hartford. The road located to the bottom and right is Highway 60. The Hartford
Common Council discussed and voted to endorse the development proposal.

Common Council endorses plan 
to redevelop Hartford Plaza

Potential uses include residential, commercial

See PLAZA, PAGE 8A
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scores was identified as a
challenge. They are areas to
improve, Gibson said, and
should not be seen nega-
tively. Another response
was the issues the school
board and village board in
Germantown have had with
each other regarding facili-
ties usage and fees and land
development.

The second part of the
survey posed a question
asking what goals the new
superintendent should
focus on in the coming year.
The most popular response
was building relationships
with staff and community
members; Gibson said it
means they want a people
person, someone out in the
community and school
buildings. It is to be worked

on throughout the year and
not necessarily something
the replacement must have,
he said. Some other
responses included teach-
ing modern workplace
skills, assuring student
well-being and fostering
relationships with parents
and the community.

Desirable characteristics
and skills for the new
superintendent to possess
include building a good
team and bringing out the
best in others, as well as
deep knowledge of curricu-
lum instruction and the
ways in which students
learn.

Focus groups were also
included in this process to
encourage discussion
around some key areas.

From the 10 focus groups
of about 70 people, Linehan
said three to four questions
were posed on different top-

ics that related to what was
asked in the online survey.
In that manner, a discus-
sion was held surrounding
some ideas previously
asked to offer more insight
from the community into
the replacement process.
There were parent groups,
faculty groups and various
ways of including a variety
of voices, Linehan said, to
get thoughts of people
affected by the decision.

There is great pride in
Germantown’s approach to
education, the focus groups
revealed; people like it and
want to see more of it. The
results are validation of
Holmes’ great work in the
district, Linehan said.

Challenges include some
referendum issues that still
need to be resolved, along
with more clarity needed in
planning and the district’s
vision. Their compensation

plan for faculty came up
several times, Linehan
said. In the new superinten-
dent’s first year, it is impor-
tant to get to know the dis-
trict, many respondents
said. Germantown is good,
Linehan said, but it can be
better. 
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Christmas Trees and 
Holiday Floral Directory

Jenkins
From Page 1A

Jenkins serves as well on
the Washington County
Board of Supervisors but
will not be seeking another
term. He is also president of
West Bend Early-Risers
Kiwanis and president of
Musical Masquers Theater
Company.

As mayor, Jenkins said he
would bring people of all
different backgrounds,
experiences and opinions to
continue to develop creative
solutions for the city. He
added that he wants to cre-
ate a new strategic plan
with goals for 2020 and the
future with new values to
improve the budget and
track the city’s process.

Jenkins said he also
wants to continue to push
the city towards less debt,

more savings and more
value for the taxpayers’ dol-
lars.

“I look forward to an
opportunity to talk between
now and the election,” he
said. “Let’s discuss why we
love our community and
choose for this to be our
home to raise our families
in. I hope I can earn your
support.”

Lottery

Tuesday, Dec. 10
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                4-5-1 
Pick 4                            7-4-1-5
SuperCash       5-16-26-31-34-36
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5              4-16-25-30-31 
Mega Millions      18-31-46-54-61
Mega Ball                              25
Megaplier                                 2

Plaza
From Page 1A

“One included a mix of
retail and residential
units,” Johns said. “The
other included a possible
regional sports complex
that could include an
inflatable dome or a field-
house and outlots for retail
and restaurants.”

City Planner Justin
Drew said the options
offered in the report were
“just suggestions and do
not tie the bank to not
redeveloping the property
as it is now, as all retail
space.”

“Equitable Bank was
generally pleased with the
report, but they don’t want
to be held to just develop-
ing the property with the
suggestions,” Drew said.
“They want to be able to
redevelop it as it is now if
they want to.”

The redevelopment con-
cept depicts a number of
uses, which are considered
feasible based on a grow-
ing market and existing
community development
standards. The possible
uses, which would be part
of a multi-million redevel-
opment, include:

■ Subdivision and
phasing proposal: An
enhanced street grid with
opportunities for parcel
subdivision and phased

development.
■ Residential: Up to

four low-rise residential
towers with potential for
up to 150 units, ample
parking, on-site green
space and clubhouse
amenities, and outstand-
ing views of adjacent pro-
tected wetlands.

■ Commercial: Two
mixed commercial/retail
buildings of approximate-
ly 24,000 square feet each,
suitable for professional
offices, service-oriented
businesses and boutique
shopping.

■ Outlots: Two stan-
dalone outlots desired for
fast, casual restaurant
development, such as a
brew pub, sports bar, or
popular chains, each offer-
ing high visibility to High-
way 60 and outdoor seating
potential.

“Zoning changes may be
considered to accommo-
date multi-family residen-
tial development of suffi-
cient density,” the plan’s
authors said.

To help pay for the costs
of the study, the city
applied for and received a
grant from the Brownfield
Grants Program, which is
coordinated by Washing-
ton County. The grant was
for about $24,000 and other
remaining costs were to be
paid by Equitable Bank,
which has taken over the
property.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Facebook is rebuffing
efforts by U.S. Attorney
General William Barr to
give authorities a way to
read encrypted messages.  

The heads of Facebook-
owned WhatsApp and Mes-
senger services told Barr
and his U.K. and Aus-
tralian counterparts that
Facebook is moving for-
ward with plans to enable
end-to-end encryption on
all of its messaging ser-
vices. End-to-end encryp-
tion locks up messages so
that not even Facebook can
read their contents.  

WhatsApp already uses
end-to-end encryption.
Facebook plans to extend
that protection to Messen-
ger and Instagram Direct.  

Barr and other officials
had asked the company in
October to hold off. In a let-
ter to Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg, they insisted
that precluding access by
law enforcement could hin-
der efforts to prevent or
investigate crimes. The let-
ter repeatedly emphasized
the dangers of child sexual
exploitation to justify their
stance. 

Barr reiterated his con-
cerns in a speech Tuesday,
calling the encryption fight
‘‘one of our highest priori-
ties” and describing ‘‘an
increasing number of hor-
ror stories about how peo-
ple are dying, or being
molested or whatever, but
we cannot get in.” 

Law enforcement has
long sought a way to read
encrypted messages that’s
analogous to wiretaps for
phone calls. Security
experts, however, say that
giving police such access
makes messaging insecure
for everyone by creating
vulnerabilities that others
can exploit.  

In Facebook’s response
Monday to Barr and other
authorities, Will Cathcart,
head of WhatsApp, and
Stan Chudnovsky, head of
Messenger, said creating
such a ‘‘backdoor’’ for law
enforcement ‘‘would be a
gift to criminals, hackers
and repressive regimes,
creating a way for them to
enter our systems and leav-
ing every person on our
platforms more vulnerable
to real life harm.” 

Facebook rebuffs 
U.S. AG over access 

to encrypted messages
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SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Partly cloudy through around midnight then changing to 
mostly cloudy. Lows around 13. Northwest winds up to 5 mph shifting 
to the southeast after midnight.
Thursday: Not as cold. Cloudy.

MARINE FORECAST
Lake Michigan near shore forecast:
Tonight: W wind 5 to 10 kt. Increasing clouds. Waves 1 ft or less. 
Thursday: SSE wind 15 to 20 kt. Winds could gust as high as 30 kt.

Lake Michigan water temperature is 20 degrees. 
ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST
The UVI forecast for Thursday is 1
UV scalo and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 tow risk, 3*5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk, 8-10 very high risk, 11-over extreme risk.
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Balsams, Frasers, North Carolina Frasers ̂
Sheared & Unsheared Naturals • Canaan Firs • White Pine 

• Black Hill Spruce (“Charlie Brown a”)
Handmade Wreaths • Garland Roping • Boughs • Swags 4 * •

Free 
Popcorn, 

Hot Cbocolatc 
ft Snacks Distinctive Kissing Balls • Cemetery Wreaths w/Stands '

fjjEJ landscape supply llc
(262) 338-8800

¿I 5470 River Rd, West Bend • South of Paradise Roundabout 
 ̂jp OPEN DAILY 9am - 9pm • PMFLANDSCAPE.COM
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24/17
Green B¡

31/28
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REGIONAL FORECAST
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ALMANAC
Statistics for Milwaukee Yesterday

High/Low, West Bend.........25/12
High/Low.............................27/17
Normal High/Low ...............34/22
Last year’s high for date...........37
Last year's low for date.......... 19
Precipitation, West Bend... 0.00’ 
Precipitation, Milwaukee ... Trace
Precip. month to date.........0.24’
Precip. year to date..........  44.30’
Snowfall Yesterday.............Trace
Snow soason to dato .........13.7*

is lho liquid equivafoni of 
and rain.

Dec. 12 Dec. 18 
Full Last

Dec. 26 
New

Jan. 2 
First

WIND CHILL TOMORROW

A composite of 8a-m.................
the effects of Noon...............23
temperature and
wind on the 4 P-m............... 25
human body 8p m..................26

HEATING DEGREE
An index of energy consumption 
indicating how many degrees the day's 
mean temperature was below 65 
degrees

Yesterday................................... 43
Month to date........................... 312
SGasontodate........................ 1721
Normal season to date........... 1718
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Christmas Store
Unique One-of-a-Kind 

b Holiday Decorations & Gifts d

FREE
Popcorn & Hot Chocolate 

for the family!
with Any Visit to the Tree Farm!
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fl $10 OFF
Tree & Wreath Purchase
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Snow Plowing »Salting
Meadowbrook Market
Commercial & Residential

414-617-3649
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Silent Snowflakes Nature Storytime, 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. Friday, Ice Age Visitor Center, W2875 High-
way 67, Campbellsport. Come for some snowy fun. We’ll
count the sides of a snowflake, make our own, and
hopefully go play in the millions of piled-up snowflakes.
For kids ages 3 to 6 with accompanying adults.

Night Ski, Snowshoe, & Candle-lit Hikes, 4:30 p.m. to
8 p.m. Friday, Riveredge Nature Center, 4458 Highway
Y, Saukville. Trail fee is $5 for non-members, free for trail
pass and all-access members. Snowshoe rentals are
$10 per hour for non-members, $5 for trail pass mem-
bers, free for all access members. riveredgenaturecen-
ter.org or call 262-375-2715.

Creative Play Date: “Where the Wild Things Are,”

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Friday, Germantown Communi-
ty Library, N112-W16957 Mequon Road, Germantown.
Join Dare to Dream Theatre in this workshop designed
to engage toddlers through creative play. Activities
include exploring elements of early literacy, creating art-
work, meeting characters, and storytelling. For kids 18
months to 5 years and their caregivers.

“Always...Patsy Cline,” 7:30 p.m. Friday & Saturday; 2
p.m. Sunday, Schauer Center, 147 N. Rural St., Hartford.
Tickets are $18 adult, $10 children.

Learn to Fish - Ice Fishing, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Pike Lake Beach, 3544 Kettle Moraine Road, Hartford.
Come join Ranger Justin as he teaches the tips and
tricks to pick the perfect spot on the ice, the proper gear

to take out, and answers to any other ice fishing ques-
tions. The Pike Lake Sportsman Club will assist in the
day’s activities. This event is open to participants over
the age of 10. This is a free event (no fishing license
required on winter Free Fishing Weekend).

Wonderful Winter Crafts for Families, 10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, Slinger Community Library, 220 Slinger Road,
Slinger. Crafts, cookies, and hot cocoa, oh my. The
entire family is invited.

Studio Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.. Saturday,
Museum of Wisconsin Art, 205 Veterans Ave., West
Bend. Drop in for an art making studio designed for all
ages. Get creative and explore new art techniques each
week. Free with Membership.

INDEX Fun Things To Do This Weekend
Business...............4A

Classified..............6B

Commentary..........6A 

Crossword...........3B

Lottery....................2A

Obituaries.............7A

Sports....................1B

TimeOut..............8B

Weather.................8A

See complete forecast on 8A

WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Mostly 
sunny

High 17 
Low 10

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com

262-306-5054

HARTFORD — The  Plan
Commission went on record
Monday night as unani-
mously supporting a recent-
ly completed proposed rede-
velopment plan for the large-
ly vacant Hartford Plaza.

A proposed redevelopment
plan for property on the
Highway 60 corridor into the
city was given unanimous
support by the Common
Council in December. Since
Kmart closed its Hartford
Plaza location along High-
way 60 in the city nearly
three years ago and Sentry
Foods closed in the mall
before that, less than a hand-
ful of businesses still oper-
ate in the complex. The rede-
velopment concepts.
authored by consultant Van-
dewalle and Associates, pro-
pose a number of uses,
which are considered feasi-
ble based on a growing mar-

ket and existing community
development standards.

Commissioner Ralph
Kuepper said the proposal is
to show developers what else
could be located on the site.

“This is something we can
show to developers to show
other possibilities,” said
City Planner Justin Drew.
“It also shows citizens that
we’re doing something
(about developing the prop-
erty).”

Tom Hostad, executive
director of the Hartford
Area Development Corp.
whose organization helped
pay for the study, said some
developers are already
expressing interest in the
plan.

Commission
endorses 

Hartford Plaza
redevelopment

plan
Development leaders 

pitching plan to 
prospective developers

See HARTFORD, PAGE 2A

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

By Brianna Vogel
bvogel@conleynet.com

262-306-5046

WEST BEND — In memo-
ry of kindergarten teacher
Jodi Kleibel who lost her
battle with leukemia, the
community exceeded its
fundraising goal for cancer
research. Since the McLane
Elementary School teach-
er’s passing in September
2019, almost $2,700 was
raised entirely through
spare change donations.

Throughout December,
students, staff and parents
paid respects to Kleibel by
fundraising for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, but were encour-
aged to donate coins.

McLane Elementary
School counselor Tami
Slayton said this effort was
a way to respect and
remember a teacher who
left a lasting mark on the
school.

Honoring a 
much-loved teacher

Community fundraises for cancer
in memory of Jodi Kleibel

See KLEIBEL, PAGE 2A

BACKYARD TOURIST

MAKING TRACKS
FOR MERRIMENT

Snowmobile club gathers 
for annual vintage show 

and ride Saturday
Submitted photo 

Steven Hignite takes his John Deere Spitfire for a spin
at a recent Hill and Gully Snowriders Show and Ride.

Submitted photo

Phill Pulvermacher is seen in his sled in a recent Hill and Gully Snowriders Show and Ride. The annual event for machine-
driven winter fun takes place Saturday at Richfield’s Historical Nature Park.

By Gay Griesbach
Special to the Daily News

RICHFIELD — For Chris
Marks and other members
of the Hill and Gully
Snowriders, winter, Wis-
consin-style, is best viewed
from a front-row seat of a
snowmobile.

“You can see deer; squir-
rels run across the trail. If
you’re lucky enough, on a
frosty morning the tree
branches are covered and
when the sun hits them,
they sparkle,” Marks said.

The Kettle Moraine land-
scape also gives riders a
chance to pause on hilltops
to view the surrounding
area, Marks said.

On Saturday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. the Snowriders invite
everyone to check out the
13th annual Vintage Show
and Ride at Richfield’s His-
torical Nature Park.

Club member and show
organizer Phill Pulverma-
cher said weather permit-
ting, any year or make of
sled can participate in the
noon ride. The event is
more low-key than a compe-
tition — there are no tro-

phies awarded and no regis-
tration required. The event
is also free and open to the
public.

“It’s just a fun event and a
chance to get together and
see what everybody’s been
up to,” Pulvermacher said.

The show has featured as
many as 100 vintage snow
machines, but Pulvermach-
er said the numbers depend
on the weather — last year
there were 56. Two years

ago, the show was canceled
because it was 60 degrees
and raining. 

With snow in the forecast
between now and Saturday,
a trail ride might be a day-
of call, but Pulvermacher
said the park provides plen-
ty of room to bomb around
on a sled.

In addition to his 2017
snow machine, Pulverma-
cher has a number of vin-
tage sleds.

“Too many, in my wife’s
opinion,” he said.

He confesses to being a
“Ski-Doo nut,” but he has
no brand loyalty.

His vintage adventure
began with a 1970 Ski-Doo
Olympic and his latest
acquisition is a 1979 Ski-
Doo 9500 Blizzard.

Pulvermacher said
according to the state
Department of Natural
Resources, snowmobiles
over 35 years old must be
registered, but riders don’t
need the annual trail pass
that is required with newer
machines. 

Vintage collectors are
akin to car collectors —
some are into muscle sleds
and others have sentimen-
tal ties to makes and mod-
els that may have been like
the one their father or
grandfather had.

“It may have been the
first machine they ever
bought,” Pulvermacher
said.

Marks bought his first
vintage sled – a 1971 Arctic
Cat Puma – in the 1990s.

Submitted photo

Don Dechant revs up his Arctic Cat El Tigre a recent Hill and
Gully Snowriders Show and Ride.

See SNOW, PAGE 8A

Monster Jam returns to Fiserv Forum 
on Saturday and Sunday  TimeOut 8B
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Build Your Home 
Improvement Business!

Connect with area consumers looking to build, 
remodel or improve! Advertising is open to 

WCBA members and non-members. 

Special WCBA Home Building & Remodeling 
Expo section runs inside the Sunday, 

February 2 Washington County Post and 
the Thursday, February 6 Daily News.

AD DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 24

WCBA 2020

FEBRUARY 7, 8, 9

Park &
Recreation

Booklet

SUMMER 2020

The booklet publishes in the 
March 13 Daily News and the 

March 15 Washington Co. Post.

Be sure to advertise your 
business in this popular 

publication distributed to almost
16,900 throughout West Bend.

The booklet is also featured on
West Bend Park’s Department 

website as a flipbook.

Local residents rely on 
this booklet as a reference 

all season long.

Ad deadline is February 7.

to place your 
advertisement call 

Barb at 262-306-5075.

Kleibel
From Page 1A

“Jodi was a much-loved
teacher here at McLane,”
Slayton said, “and raising
money for cancer was a
great way for the students
to feel empowered to help in
some way and honor Jodi.”

Along with the school
principal, Slayton worked
to organize the “Pennies for
Patients” drive with fourth-
grade ambassadors, who
took leadership roles in
bringing the idea to their
peers.

“We set a goal of $2,000 at
the assembly and we raised
$2,635.00,” she said.

They had a grade level
challenge, which the third
grade won with $628.00,
earning those students an
ice cream float party.

“Having had the assembly
helped all our students have
a good understanding of
why we were raising the
money and how it could
help further the research
toward curing cancer,” she
said. 

“We had Jodi’s sister and
parents at the assembly, and
her her sister made a great
connection to our fundrais-
er and Jodi’s journey with
cancer.”

Slayton also reached out
to the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Foundation to coor-
dinate campaign efforts and
learn more about the cause
they were funding. In addi-
tion to the fundraiser, the
district will continue to rec-

ognize Kleibel annually. 
“Jodi will continue to be

recognized not only at
McLane, but also in the dis-
trict because a scholarship
was set up in her name at
the high school,” Slayton
said. “Every year one stu-
dent who attended McLane
will receive that scholar-
ship when they graduate.”

This scholarship was

financed through a
fundraiser selling T-shirts
both in and outside the
West Bend School District
with a quote Jodi frequent-
ly used - “Be kind, it’s that
simple.”

“McLane sold over 550
shirts and raised more than
$8,000 that was given to
start the scholarship fund,”
Slayton said.

Submitted photos

Third-graders at McLane pose with the ceremonial check after winning a school fundraising
competition, bringing in the most change of all grade levels, in memory of Jodi Kleibel.

Hartford
From Page 1A

“Justin Drew and I met and
we made a list of developers
and construction firms that
we wanted to contact and we
have sent them the marketing
piece that was developed in
support of this land and we
asked for their thoughts on
whether they would like to
participate or if they knew
someone they could refer us
to who may have an interest
in the project,” Hostad said.
“We did that last week and we
are starting to already get
some responses back. There
are some folks who would
like to talk to us about the
project so we are pleased
about that. We expect that
over the next four weeks or so
we should have the opportu-
nity to meet with the folks
that have shown an interest
and gauge how we want to
proceed and if they want to
proceed.”

Hostad said those involved
“are very enthused.”

“There have been a couple
of developers that told Justin
and I that they are interested
in doing something in Hart-
ford and they are just looking
for the right opportunity,”

Hostad said. “We’ll see how
they respond.”

The possible uses listed in
the plan, which would be part
of a multi-million redevelop-
ment, might include:

■ Subdivision and phasing
proposal — An enhanced
street grid with opportuni-
ties for parcel subdivision
and phased development.

n Residential – Up to four
low-rise residential towers
with potential for up to 150
units, ample parking, on-site
green space and clubhouse
amenities, and outstanding
views of adjacent protected
wetlands.

■ Commercial — Two
mixed commercial/retail
buildings of approximately
24,000 square feet each, suit-
able for professional offices,
service-oriented businesses
and boutique shopping.

■ Outlots — Two stan-
dalone outlots desired for
fast, casual restaurant devel-
opment, such as a brew pub,
sports bar, or popular chains,
each offering high visibility
to Highway 60 and outdoor
seating potential.

Equitable Bank has the
17.46 acres with the existing
150,000 square feet of multi-
tenant shopping center for
sale for $3.4 million.

Christine Huesemann of McLane Elementary, Brooke
Sahlstrom of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and Tami
Slayton of McLane hold the ceremonial check for $2,635.41,
raised in memory of Jodi Kleibel.

St. Peter’s School music teacher
nominated for ‘Give Back’ contest

There’s still time to Give Back to a
teacher and music director who has given
St. Peter’s Catholic Parish and School so
much.

St. Peter School Principal Cheryl Jaeger
nominated Music Director of Liturgies
and teacher Andy Smith to Catholic
Financial Life’s Give Back contest.

Jaeger chose Smith for the honor
because of his dedication to the school’s
music program.

“He is passionate and enthusiastic
about teaching music with the students
3K-5th,” Jaeger said.

“I’m honored and glad that Cheryl rec-
ognizes what I do at St. Pete’s. It’s nice to
know that people in the parish and school
notice and care,” Smith said.

Since taking the job in 2009, Smith has
revised much of the curriculum and cre-
ated a before-school choir, Christmas Eve
and Bell choirs and led student singers at
Enchantment in the Park.

Jaeger said Smith uses technology to
create and modify music for students that
is age-appropriate.

The top three teachers will receive a
$500 cash prize and each winner’s school
will receive a $4,000 donation.

Voting is open until Friday at catholic-
financiallife.org. Type “give back” in the
search box and click on the “voting form.”
The company will then convene a panel to
determine the winner, who will be
announced during Catholic Schools
Week, Jan. 26-Feb. 1, through social media
and Catholic Financial Life’s website.

Smith received his Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree in early childhood/adoles-
cent music education, adult music educa-
tion and choral music education from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

He sang in the St. Peter, Saukville’s
youth and adult choirs and as a student he
played trumpet in Fredonia’s middle and
high school bands. He also joined the
choir at Fredonia High.

Smith teaches two half-days at St.
Peter’s and two full days at St. Joseph’s

Parish School in Grafton, where he also
directs the middle school musical.

“I love teaching kids — it’s fantastic to
work with them from 4 or 5K to middle
school and see how they grow, change and
become adults,” Smith said.

He also hopes that what his students
learn in the music room inspires them to
continue with music.

In 2012, he also took on the job of music
director for St. Peter’s Church.

“He continues to inspire our parish-
ioners at Masses to participate and sing.
We absolutely love having him at our
school and parish,” Jaeger said.

Smith is married to Laura and they
have four children: Eli, 8, Josie, 7, Teddy, 6
and Hazel, 3. 

As a family, they enjoy camping, travel-
ing, running, hiking, playing board
games and spending time with extended
family. 

GET TO KNOW ANDY SMITH

Public votes will help determine contest winner

St. Peter School Music Director of Liturgies
and teacher Andy Smith has been nominat-
ed for Catholic Financial Life’s Give Back
contest.

PIA of Wisconsin seeking 
applicants for scholarships

WEST BEND — Profes-
sional Insurance Agents of
Wisconsin, Inc. is looking
for members, college, and
technical college students
to apply for $25,000 worth of
scholarships that have been
set aside.

If you know a student
who is currently attending
college for insurance or a
related field of study, or

planning to soon attend,
they may be able to apply
for up to $3,000 of the total
scholarship money.

Students must be spon-
sored by an active PIAW
member. There is no obliga-
tion for applicants to pur-
chase insurance from their
sponsor.

Before applying, visit
www.piaw.org to see if there

is a PIAW member in your
area willing to sponsor you
if you are not already a
member yourself. Make
sure to have a copy of your
sponsor’s referral para-
graph before submitting
your application. All forms
must be submitted by
March 15. The complete
application is also on the
PIAW website.
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Festival Foods affiliate purchases Hartford Plaza

Company plans serving public sometime in2022

By Joe VanDelaarschot

i van@conlevnet.com 262-306-505 4

HARTFORD - An affiliate of
Festival Foods has closed on the
purchase of the mostly vacant
Hartford Plaza on Highway 60 -the east entrance to the city.

According to the Washington
County Register of Deeds ofhce,
MKB Hartford, LLC. purchased the
property from Equitable Bank after
they had taken ownership from the
previous owner. Equitable Bank had
the 17.46 acres with the existing
150,000

square feet of multitenant shopping
center for sale for $3.4 million.

A Festival spokesman said exact
plans for the Hartford location are
still to be determined.

See PLAZA, PAGE 6A

A: Main

Plaza because it means new development

From Page lA 
and new jobs for the community'

..rhe exact construction and ;1,îiT::ii3f;ïil3:TäffiiilÎ "
opening dates are yet to be of the other competitors here and
determined, but we anticipate the potential," Hostad said. "I think
serving the Hartford community in a development like that will attract
2022," said Brian Stenzel, Festival from a broader area than just the
Foods' community involvemen, city of Hartford. The other factor is
senior director. "Hartford is an there's nothing else like it around.
exceptional community with a lot of That brand is not present certainly
great people. Hiring great people is in Washington County and I think
what we need to open a successful the corporate location is in Fond du
store. It all starts with the people. Lac, and I think no doubt that had

,.rt is our goar to ma\e srocery [::,:",ii::*iïiiH##,1Ë*
shopping an enjoyable experience," elsé, something diffeient."
Stenzel said.

rom Hosrad, execurive director or Xi::J"ijl;ljiíiåï,i:îJffä:,
the Hartford Area Development the Sentry Food store there and a
Corporation, who along with the few yeari later of the Kmart store.
city had developed a marketing plan

This photo, taken in July 2019,
shows the mostly vacant Hartford
Plaza along Highway 60 in
Hartford. Kmart closed at this
location in July of 2016. On
Monday, an affiliate of Festival
Foods bought the approximately 17

acres of land and buildings. A
Festival Foods spokesman said they
hope to begin serving the public at a
new store at this location by
sometime in2022.

Daily News file photo

square feet from the former Kmart
location. That includes the 38,000
square feet left vacant when Sentry
Foods closed. Kmart opened at the
Hartford location in November
1991.

There are three other smaller
businesses spaces available for
lease that were formerly occupied
by Dollar Express, Little Caesars
and Radio Shack. In January 2019
the Common Council rejected
changes in city rules that would
have allowed U-Haul to develop the
complex.

In January the Common Council
and Plan Commission approved a
marketing plan for the property that
showed the possibility of
constructing new retail space as

well as housing and restaurants. The

1t2
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for the property, said he was aware
that Festival Foods was looking at
the property. He said he has not
heard directly what Festival Foods
plans for the site. Hostad said the
sale is good news for Hartford

Copy¡ight @ 2020 Conley Publishing Group. All Rights Reserved. 12l30i2020

Wednesday, 12/30/2020 Page .A0l

A: Main

With Kmart's closing in the summer
of 2016, there was about 135,00
square feet ofvacant space -nearly 86,500

plan was paid for by the city,
Equitable Bank and the HADC.

Copyright @ 2020 Conley Publishing Group. All Rights Reserved. 12/3012020
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Biden calls for unity 
as he becomes 46th president
Harris sworn in as first woman, first black

vice president of the United States

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th president of the United States by Chief Justice John Roberts as Jill Biden holds the Bible
during the 59th Presidential Inauguration at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Wednesday.

By Dan McCaleb
The Center Square 

WASHINGTON — Joe
Biden took the oath of
office Wednesday to
become the nation’s 46th
president, ending four
years of Donald Trump’s
administration and mark-
ing the beginning of a
push for progressive poli-
cies in Washington that
could have a widespread
impact on taxpayers.

“This is America’s day,”
Biden said in his first com-
ments after becoming pres-
ident. “This is democra-
cy’s day, a day of history
and hope, of renewal and
resolve.”

Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Roberts
administered the oath of
office to Biden. Minutes
before Biden was sworn in,
Associate Justice Sonia
Sotomayor administered
the oath to Kamala Harris,
the first black and first
female vice president.

“The American story
depends not on any one of
us, not on some of us, but
on all of us,” Biden said in
a message of unity after a
contentious presidential
election in which Trump
challenged the vote count
in several key swing states.

“To overcome these chal-
lenges, to restore the soul
and secure the future of

America requires so much
more than words and
requires the most elusive
of all things in a democra-
cy — unity,” Biden said.
“Uniting to fight the foes
we face. Anger, resentment
and hatred, extremism,
lawlessness, violence, dis-
ease, joblessness and hope-
lessness. With unity, we
can do great things, impor-
tant things.”

Biden has said he wants
to scale back some of the
tax cuts contained in the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017, which Trump signed
into law and which
reduced federal income
taxes on individuals and
businesses across the
country.

Flouting tradition, Don-
ald Trump departed Wash-
ington on Wednesday
morning ahead of the
inauguration rather than

Saul Loeb/Pool Photo via AP

Kamala Harris is sworn in as vice president by Supreme
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor as her husband Doug
Emhoff holds the Bible during the 59th Presidential Inaugu-
ration at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Wednesday.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Kamala Harris broke a bar-
rier that had stood for more
than two centuries when
she took the oath Wednes-
day to hold the nation’s sec-
ond-highest office. 

Harris was sworn in as
the first female U.S. vice
president — and the first
black woman and person of
South Asian descent to
hold the position — in front
of the U.S. Capitol by

Supreme Court Justice
Sonia Sotomayor. Later, she
presided as Senate presi-
dent for the first time to
swear in three new Demo-
cratic senators, including
her replacement.  

She was escorted to the
podium by Capitol Police
Officer Eugene Goodman,
the officer who single-
handedly took on a mob of

Harris opens new
chapter in U.S. politics

Inside
■ Biden’s first act: Orders
on pandemic, climate,
immigration. 5A
■ Trump pardons ex-
strategist Steve Bannon,
dozens of others. 5A
■ Inaugural poet Amanda
Gorman: ‘Even as we
grieved, we grew.’ 5A

See HARRIS, PAGE 5ASee BIDEN, PAGE 5A

Submitted photo

The front of a typical Festival Foods store. This undated photo
shows a recently opened store in Verona. It is what a store
that’s planned to be open sometime during 2022 in Hartford
could look like as well.

New Hartford
Festival Foods
likely to create

200-225 new jobs
CEO: Hartford Plaza 

location is largest company
has ever purchased

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com

262-306-5054

HARTFORD — Festival
Foods President and CEO
Mark Skogen said he is very
excited about his company’s
plans to locate one of its
stores in Hartford at the site
of the former Hartford Plaza.

Skogen said the company
did a lot of research before
closing last month on the pur-
chase of the property, which
was the former home for
Kmart and Sentry Foods. He
said they decided to located
in Hartford for two reasons.

“One is that
we need a big-
ger presence
in the Mil-
waukee metro
area. It is a
big city that’s
tough to mar-
ket. There’s a
big popula-

tion in the area, which
helps. No city is void of gro-
cery stores. It is never easy.
When you are going into a
city that has a bigger popu-
lation, density, that’s espe-
cially appealing,” he said. 

See FESTIVAL, PAGE 6A

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com

262-306-5054

SLINGER — Who would
ever think that a teacher and
his students could give so
much back to their communi-
ty through having fun with
an unusual shoe that helps
them reach their goal?

That’s just what Slinger
Elementary School third-
grade teacher Matt Theisen
and his students are doing
every week since they
formed a group call CROCS,
after the foam constructed
unusual shoe. The acronym
CROCS stands for Compas-

sion and
Respect in Our
C o m m u n i t y
and School.

The students
and Theisen
wear their
own pairs of
crocs on casu-
al Fridays and

then meet for about a half-
hour and work on ways they
can thank others and give
back to the community.

“When I was in college I
had a friend who really liked
wearing crocs all the time. So
when he had his wedding he

Loving crocs shoes
helps Slinger students
give back to community

CROCS is acronym to direct 
Compassion and Respect

in Our Community and School

DAILY NEWS ONLINE 
Subscribers get free access to the

full electronic edition of the newspaper at:
gmtoday.com 

See CROCS, PAGE 6A

Theisen

Skogen
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CROCS
From Page 1A

bought crocs for everyone in
the wedding party,” Theisen
said. “So after that when
there’s casual Friday at
school I wear my crocs. I got a
lot of laughs and jokes from
students and staff about my
crocs, but then others started
wearing them. After a while
many members of the staff
and my students were wear-
ing them so that’s where the
idea of creating the acronym
and doing things for others in
the community came from.”

Theisen said he and his stu-
dents have spent their Fri-
days picking up litter around
the school, writing thank-you
letters to local fire depart-
ments and veterans in hos-
pice care, teaming up with
local coffee shops to purchase
and deliver coffee and bakery
to “our own hometown health
care heros, putting together
gift baskets for animals at the
local Humane Society and
decorating ornaments for
local nursing homes all while
donned in our crocs.”

Daren Sievers, Slinger
School District superinten-
dent, said local law enforce-
ment has expressed apprecia-
tion for the group’s project
last weekend when they deliv-
ered coffee and donuts to offi-
cers across Washington
County.

“Matt has deep roots here.
He grew up here and graduat-
ed from here. Now what he
wants to do is come back and
mentor the children of this
community and have them
understand how blessed we
are to have quality teachers
here, have a quality school
system that he is part of, but
also to have wonderfully
brave service from men and
women in law enforcement
and in the fire and health care
industry,” Sievers said. 

“We are blessed in this

county and Matt is trying to
get his kids to understand
and appreciate the blessings
that we have.”

Theisen is a 2009 Slinger
High School graduate and
after teaching for three years
in the Richfield area he has
spent the last three years
teaching at Slinger Elemen-
tary. He said the interest of
his students in his crocs start-
ed right away at the begin-
ning of this school year.

“I had seven or eight stu-
dents who wore crocs on
casual Friday,” Theisen said.
“It was just fun. There were a
couple of students who could-
n’t afford them so my wife
said why can’t we do some-
thing about it. So my mom
and my wife and I bought
crocs for the kids. I reached
out to the Crocs company and
they actually gave me a dis-
count. I was able to buy 19
pairs for 19 students and the
four students who already
had crocs, I bought them
lunch.

“They wear their crocs
and then every Friday we do
a project to give back to the
community. We take about
30 minutes every Friday and
come up with fun ideas we
can do for the community,”
Theisen said. “On Friday
the kids wrote thank-you
cards to members of law
enforcement in the county
and then on Saturday we
took four students out, with
their parents’ permission,
for about four hours and
went around the county giv-

ing the cards with coffee and
donuts to the officers.

“The officers were very
appreciative and the kids
really loved it and they
explained to the police offi-
cers what they were doing,”
Theisen said. “It also teaches
kids how to interact with new
people and develop interper-
sonal skills. We’ve hit three
hospitals with coffee and pas-
tries. Thursday (today)
because there is no school
Friday, we’re going to do a bus
driver appreciation day and
give little packages to bus
drivers as they get on the
bus.”

Theisen said other staff

members have gotten into
“the crocs spirit” and about
half of them sometimes wear
crocs on casual Fridays.

“We also recently went out
and purchased some gift bas-
kets and dog and cat treats
and the kids were to give five
different treat baskets to the
animals at the Humane Soci-
ety,” Theisen said. “As the
year goes on we’re going to do
more and more.”
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Submitted photos

Slinger Elementary School third-grade students wave their crocs in this photo taken recently
at the school during teacher Matt Theisen’s class on casual Fridays at the school. They all are
involved in CROCS on casual Fridays at the school.

Skogen
From Page 1A

“The second reason is the
opportunity to develop 17
acres there was appealing.
It was a reasonable price to
purchase and we believe we
can revitalize it and not
only put a grocery store
there, but more business in
general. It’s the largest area
we’ve every purchased.”

Skogen said typical Festi-
val Foods stores employ
about 200-225 full- and part-
time workers. He said no
final decision has been
made yet, but in his opinion
it is very likely the old Hart-
ford Plaza structure will be
torn down and a new build-
ing constructed.

“Just the age of the build-
ing and the set-up, some-
times it can cost more to fix
those than build new,” Sko-
gen said. “The trenching
that’s needed for our power
needs and our refrigeration
needs, often the doors for
the entrance of the build-
ing are not in the correct
place for us and a lot of
stores like old Kmart build-
ings that are closed have a
lower ceiling than we like
and doesn’t give us the feel
we want. So some of those
things come into play.”

Skogen said what makes
the Hartford site such a
good location is that they
can construct a business
center with 17 acres.

“That’s not always possi-
ble when there’s other
buildings already there and
packed around you,” he
said. “I think typically we
don’t have a full develop-
ment — it is usually just us,
but in this case it is proba-
bly the best opportunity
we’ve ever had to develop a
whole and complete cen-
ter.”

Skogen said nothing is
yet official about what will
happen with the few build-
ings that remain in the old
Hartford Plaza, but his com-
pany would like those busi-
nesses to stay when the pro-
ject is finished.

“I think we’ve had con-
tact and they’ve shown

interest in staying because
they are kind there alone
now with not as much traf-
fic as they should have so
I’m pretty sure that they’d
be interested,” he said.
“We’ve also had some con-
tacts with other businesses
about them coming in. It is
very encouraging to hear
the excitement about other
businesses joining us. 

“That doesn’t always hap-
pen. Sometimes they don’t
have the appetite to partner
up and get something done.
Sometimes the restrictions
that are put on a new busi-
ness can make it take a real-
ly long time or sometimes
not happen at all,” Skogen
said. “So everything I’ve
heard about Hartford is
that is a great working rela-
tionship.” 

He said the company still
does not have an official
opening date, but company
officials “have it penciled in
for 2022 as to when we’d like
to move in there.”

Skogen explained what
shoppers will find when the
shop at a Festival Foods
stores.

“We put our focus on
fresh departments — pro-
duce, deli, bakery, meat and
merchandise and make
more fresh, from-scratch
products. We try to have sig-
nature items that you can
only get at Festival,” he
said. 

“Our other focus is our
people and having a shop-
ping experience that is
enjoyable. Our associates
are very guest-focused, lis-
tening to guests and going
above and beyond for
guests. Grocery shopping
can be done a number of
different ways and we’re
trying to be different with
people and when you leave
the store we want you to
think that it was fun there.
We want to make the shop-
ping experience something
that they can look forward
to.”

Skogen said Festival
Foods now has 33 stores in
Wisconsin and after the
spring there will 35 when
two stores open after con-
struction is completed.

Lottery
Wednesday, Jan. 20

WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                         9-5-8 
Daily Pick 4                       4-3-0-3 
Megabucks        2-15-21-30-34-40 
SuperCash           4-6-8-23-29-36
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball             40-53-60-68-69
Powerball                                22
Power Play                                3
Badger 5                   1-23-24-25-26 

Slinger Elementary School third-grade students Landon Wulff,
Bryce Kanofsky, Madisyn Marble, Ashlynn Rodewald, Molly
Lawien, Cecilia Quinlan and Lyla Lutgen are all involved in
CROCS on casual Fridays at the school. They are holding up a
pizza box they decorated which was then delivered recently to
the staff at Autumn Oaks Assisted Living Center in Slinger.
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Hartford Plan Commission approves design for
Festival Foods, Caribou Coffee, and Shoppes at Bell
Ave.
In BUSINESS HARTFORD POLITICS

By Judy Steffes JUNE 15, 2021

 5174

June 15, 2021 – Hartford, WI – Design plans for a new Festival Foods, Caribou Coffee and retail
complex called Shoppes at Bell Avenue were approved this week by the Hartford Plan
Commission.

Community Development director Justin Drew laid out the makeup of the proposed 70,213-square-foot store at 1275 Bell

Avenue in the Hartford Plaza. He outlined the drive-thru on the east side of the building for online shopping pickup and the

drive-thru on the west side of the building for Caribou Coffee.

There was a short discussion on the new Shoppes at Bell Ave. building that would be to the northeast of the grocery. Drew

asked that the design on one center segment of the building include a different color and texture.

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/category/business/
https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/category/hartford/
https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/category/politics/
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Alderman Joe Kohler agreed. “I don’t want it to look like a pole building as people come into town on Highway 60,” he

said.

Drew confirmed there would be “extensive vegetation in that area” and it will have landscaping.

“There will be four large trees east of that building as well as a couple of retaining walls… and then some decorative shrubs

as well,” Drew said.

The Plan Commission unanimously approved the design.

Festival Foods is slated to open in 2022 and click HERE to read about jobs
for 200 people

Click HERE to read about the new Starbucks opening in Hartford.
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Business is Booming in Hartford – Part 2

The future is bright along Sumner Street in Hartford. We've
had a surge of interest in this area over the past few years,
which has resulted in new businesses opening in 2021 and
2022, along with the expansion of an existing Hartford
business.

Building Boom on Sumner Street
ShopKo Optical, located at 1529 Sumner Street recently
held their ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the official
opening of their doors to the community. On the Shopko

website, the CEO had this to say, “Opening this new location in Hartford is a huge win for our patients and the
Shopko Optical family,” said Russ Steinhorst, Shopko Optical CEO. “The new center will provide outstanding
patient-centric care to the area.”

Just down the road, Thomas Orthodontics built a new office that began welcoming patients in February. It is
located at 110 Pike Street, Unit B. They have already made themselves a valued part of the community,
participating in a cleanup at Willowbrook Park for Earth Day.

Prescription Analytics is not new to Hartford, but their continued growth has resulted in the construction of a
new 8600 sq. ft. office building on Wilson street just off of Sumner Street. The business was formerly located
in an old house, which they outgrew. HADC was happy to work with Prescription Analytics to connect them with
the right people on the city staff to get the ball rolling on their expansion project.

Goodbye Vacancies…Hello Festival Foods & Starbucks!
Select Language
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Since the exit of Kmart and Sentry Foods at Hartford Plaza over four years ago, we’ve endured a large vacant
space marring the landscape of Sumner Street. So, it was no wonder that we were excited when Festival Foods
chose this location for a future store. Construction should begin during the second half of  this year with an
expected opening date in 2022. The store is expected to create nearly 200 jobs in our community! Additional
development is planned for the site and will occur in 2022.

Another well-known brand recognizes the value of doing business in Hartford, Wisconsin. This year, Starbucks
will open a new store at 1502 E. Sumner Street, formerly home to a Clark gas station and car wash. It will be a
welcome site for commuters along the corridor who can easily grab a latte through the drive-thru!

Sumner Street is not the only area in Hartford to see a surge in business activity. Along with the changes in
downtown, described in our first article “Business is Booming in Hartford – Part One,” we are happy to report a
new restaurant option is now available in our community. Dudes Clubhouse, located at the Hartford Golf Club
opened in March of 2021. They are getting rave reviews for their Friday fish fry and Saturday prime rib.

“Hartford is a great place to do business and it’s gratifying to see all of the new developments happening,” said
Tom Hostad, executive director of the Hartford Area Development Corporation. “I think people realize that this
is a community that is growing and that businesses thrive here. We’re going to see more and more businesses
discovering this gem in the coming months and years. ”

City Website

Chamber of Commerce

Downtown District

Government Websites by CivicPlus®
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