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Atall crane lifts a roof truss in place Friday onto the fifth floor of the Rincon 225 apartment building now under construction in down-:[]
town Hartford. The building will be the home for 82 apartments. The building is tentatively expected to be ready for occupancy some-

“Just as the board reviews other policies periodi-
cally, they agreed on Dec. 2 that the Policy Commit-
tee should look at this policy to determine if it is
workable,” Kirkegaard said.

See SCHOOLS, PAGE 8A

Development plan for old Kmart
property to be unveiled tonight

Brownfield grant, bank helped pay for study costs

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com
262-306-5054

HARTFORD — A proposed rede-
velopment plan for property on the
Highway 60 corridor into the city
will be unveiled at the city’s Com-
mon Council meeting tonight.

Since Kmart closed its Hartford
Plaza location along Highway 60 in
the city, less than a handful of busi-
nesses still operate in the complex
and very little activity appears to be
going on at the site. Earlier this
year, however, city officials, an area
bank and community business have
remained active behind the scenes,
including authorizing a study com-
pleted recently by Vandewalle and
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Associates to examine “out of the
box” ideas for developing the prop-
erty as more than just additional
retail space.

The redevelopment concepts
depict a number of uses, which are
considered feasible based on a
growing market and existing com-
munity development standards.
The possible uses, which would be
part of a multi-million redevelop-
ment, would include:

B Subdivision and phasing
proposal - An enhanced street
grid with opportunities for parcel
subdivision and phased develop-
ment.

W Residential - Up to four low-
rise residential towers with poten-
tial for up to 150 units, ample park-
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ing, on-site green space and club-
house amenities, and outstanding
views of adjacent protected wet-
lands.

B Commercial - Two mixed
commercial/retail buildings of
approximately 24,000 square feet
each, suitable for professional
offices, service-oriented businesses
and boutique shopping.

M Outlots - Two stand-alone out-
lots desired for fast, casual restau-
rant development, such as a brew
pub, sports bar, or popular chains,
each offering high visibility to
Highway 60 and outdoor seating
potential.

“Zoning changes may be consid-
ered to accommodate multi-family
residential development of suffi-

WEATHER

See complete forecast on Page 8A

Daily News file photo

This photo, taken sometime this past summer, shows the mostly vacant Hart-
ford Plaza located along Highway 60 in the city. Since Kmart closed its location
in the plaza about three years ago most of the building has remained vacant.

Tomorrow:
Mostly sunny

High 12/ Low 7

cient density,” the plan said.

To help pay for the costs of the
study, the city applied for and
received grant money from the
Brownfield Grants Program,
which is coordinated by Washing-
ton County. The grant was for
about $24,000 and other remain-

ing costs were to be paid by Equi-
table Bank, which has taken over
the property.

“We want to determine the best
way to move forward to market
this property and we feel this study

See DEVELOP, PAGE 8A
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iegrcff ?}(1); This is the latest artist’s rendering of a possible multi-million dollar redevelopment plan for the Hartford Plaza located along
Highway 60 in one of the main entrances into Hartford.
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Common Council endorses plan
to redevelop Hartford Plaza

Potential uses include residential, commercial

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com
262-306-5054

HARTFORD — In a decision they
hope shows the city will leave no stone
unturned in trying to promote eco-
nomic development, the Common
Council on Tuesday night endorsed a
proposed development plan that could
bring economic prosperity to the now
largely vacant Hartford Plaza.

City Administrator Steve Volkert
said the study can now be used to help
market the different aspects of the
property for the bank and realtor —
options in addition to its current use
for retail space.

A development study completed by
Vandewalle and Associates of the
nearly 17.5 acre site was presented to
aldermen Tuesday night and dis-
cussed in depth before the endorse-
ment vote was taken. Since Kmart
closed its Hartford Plaza location
along Highway 60 about three years
ago, less than a handful of businesses
still operate in the complex and very
little activity appears to be going on
there. Earlier this year, however, city
officials, the bank that now owns the
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Submitted rendering

This is the latest artist’s rendering of a possible multi-million dollar redevelopment
plan for the Hartford Plaza located along Highway 60 in one of the main entrances
into Hartford. The road located to the bottom and right is Highway 60. The Hartford
Common Council discussed and voted to endorse the development proposal.

property and community development
leaders have remained active behind
the scenes including authorizing the
study.

Daniel Johns, associate planner and
economic analyst for Vandewalle and

Associates and who helped write the
report, said two options were offered
as possible development options for
the property in the final report.

See PLAZA, PAGE 8A
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Barr reiterated his con-
cerns in a speech Tuesday,
calling the encryption fight
“one of our highest priori-
ties” and describing ‘“‘an
increasing number of hor-
ror stories about how peo-
ple are dying, or being
molested or whatever, but
we cannot get in.”

Law enforcement has
long sought a way to read
encrypted messages that’s
analogous to wiretaps for
phone calls. Security
experts, however, say that
giving police such access
makes messaging insecure
for everyone by creating
vulnerabilities that others
can exploit.

In Facebook’s response
Monday to Barr and other
authorities, Will Cathcart,
head of WhatsApp, and
Stan Chudnovsky, head of
Messenger, said creating
such a ““backdoor’ for law
enforcement “would be a
gift to criminals, hackers
and repressive regimes,
creating a way for them to
enter our systems and leav-
ing every person on our
platforms more vulnerable
to real life harm.”

Plaza

From Page 1A

“One included a mix of
retail and residential
units,” Johns said. “The
other included a possible
regional sports complex
that could include an
inflatable dome or a field-
house and outlots for retail
and restaurants.”

City Planner Justin
Drew said the options
offered in the report were
“just suggestions and do
not tie the bank to not
redeveloping the property
as it is now, as all retail
space.”

“Equitable Bank was
generally pleased with the
report, but they don’t want
to be held to just develop-
ing the property with the
suggestions,” Drew said.
“They want to be able to
redevelop it as it is now if
they want to.”

The redevelopment con-
cept depicts a number of
uses, which are considered
feasible based on a grow-
ing market and existing
community development
standards. The possible
uses, which would be part
of a multi-million redevel-
opment, include:

B Subdivision and
phasing proposal: An
enhanced street grid with
opportunities for parcel
subdivision and phased

development.

B Residential: Up to
four low-rise residential
towers with potential for

up to 150 units, ample
parking, on-site green
space and clubhouse

amenities, and outstand-
ing views of adjacent pro-
tected wetlands.

B Commercial: Two
mixed commercial/retail
buildings of approximate-
ly 24,000 square feet each,
suitable for professional
offices, service-oriented
businesses and boutique
shopping.

B Outlots: Two stan-
dalone outlots desired for
fast, casual restaurant
development, such as a
brew pub, sports bar, or
popular chains, each offer-
ing high visibility to High-
way 60 and outdoor seating
potential.

“Zoning changes may be
considered to accommo-
date multi-family residen-
tial development of suffi-
cient density,” the plan’s
authors said.

To help pay for the costs
of the study, the city
applied for and received a
grant from the Brownfield
Grants Program, which is
coordinated by Washing-
ton County. The grant was
for about $24,000 and other
remaining costs were to be
paid by Equitable Bank,
which has taken over the
property.

Jenkins

From Page 1A

Jenkins serves as well on
the Washington County
Board of Supervisors but
will not be seeking another
term. He is also president of
West Bend Early-Risers
Kiwanis and president of
Musical Masquers Theater
Company.

As mayor, Jenkins said he
would bring people of all
different backgrounds,
experiences and opinions to
continue to develop creative
solutions for the city. He
added that he wants to cre-
ate a new strategic plan
with goals for 2020 and the
future with new values to
improve the budget and
track the city’s process.

Jenkins said he also
wants to continue to push
the city towards less debt,

more sav
value for t
lars.
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on throughout the year and
not necessarily something
the replacement must have,
he said. Some other
responses included teach-
ing modern workplace
skills, assuring student
well-being and fostering
relationships with parents
and the community.

Desirable characteristics
and skills for the new
superintendent to possess
include building a good
team and bringing out the
best in others, as well as
deep knowledge of curricu-
lum instruction and the
ways in which students
learn.

Focus groups were also
included in this process to
encourage discussion
around some key areas.

From the 10 focus groups
of about 70 people, Linehan

ics that related to what was
asked in the online survey.
In that manner, a discus-
sion was held surrounding
some ideas previously
asked to offer more insight
from the community into
the replacement process.
There were parent groups,
faculty groups and various
ways of including a variety
of voices, Linehan said, to
get thoughts of people
affected by the decision.
There is great pride in
Germantown’s approach to
education, the focus groups
revealed; people like it and
want to see more of it. The
results are validation of
Holmes’ great work in the
district, Linehan said.
Challenges include some
referendum issues that still
need to be resolved, along
with more clarity needed in

plan for faculty came up
several times, Linehan
said. In the new superinten-
dent’s first year, it is impor-
tant to get to know the dis-
trict, many respondents
said. Germantown is good,
Linehan said, but it can be
better.
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akes his John Deere Spitfire for a spin
ind Gully Snowriders Show and Ride.

Submitted photo

ind Ride. The annual event for machine-

nitted photo

“Too many, in my wife’s
opinion,” he said.

He confesses to being a
“Ski-Doo nut,” but he has
no brand loyalty.

His vintage adventure
began with a 1970 Ski-Doo
Olympic and his latest
acquisition is a 1979 SKki-
Doo 9500 Blizzard.

Pulvermacher said
according to the state
Department of Natural
Resources, snowmobiles
over 35 years old must be

registered, but riders don’t’"*

need the annual trail pass
that is reauired with newer

Commission
endorses
Hartford Plaza
redevelopment
plan

Development leaders
pitching plan to
prospective developers

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com
262-306-5054

HARTFORD — The Plan
Commission went on record
Monday night as unani-
mously supporting a recent-
ly completed proposed rede-
velopment plan for the large-
ly vacant Hartford Plaza.

A proposed redevelopment
plan for property on the
Highway 60 corridor into the
city was given unanimous
support by the Common
Council in December. Since
Kmart closed its Hartford
Plaza location along High-
way 60 in the city nearly
three years ago and Sentry
Foods closed in the mall
before that, less than a hand-
ful of businesses still oper-
ate in the complex. The rede-
velopment concepts.
authored by consultant Van-
dewalle and Associates, pro-
pose a number of uses,
which are considered feasi-
ble based on a growing mar-

SounD OFF jﬁ

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com

ket and existing community
development standards.
Commissioner Ralph
Kuepper said the proposal is
to show developers what else
could be located on the site.
“This is something we can
show to developers to show
other possibilities,” said
City Planner Justin Drew.
“It also shows citizens that

we're doing something
(about developing the prop-
erty).”

Tom Hostad, executive
director of the Hartford
Area Development Corp.
whose organization helped
pay for the study, said some
developers are already
expressing interest in the
plan.

See HARTFORD, PAGE 2A
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Hartford

From Page 1A

“Justin Drew and I met and
we made a list of developers
and construction firms that
we wanted to contact and we
have sent them the marketing
piece that was developed in
support of this land and we
asked for their thoughts on
whether they would like to
participate or if they knew
someone they could refer us
to who may have an interest
in the project,” Hostad said.
“We did that last week and we
are starting to already get
some responses back. There
are some folks who would
like to talk to us about the
project so we are pleased
about that. We expect that
over the next four weeks or so
we should have the opportu-
nity to meet with the folks
that have shown an interest
and gauge how we want to
proceed and if they want to
proceed.”

Hostad said those involved
“are very enthused.”

“There have been a couple
of developers that told Justin
and I that they are interested
in doing something in Hart-
ford and they are just looking
for the right opportunity,”

Build Your Home

Hostad said. “We’ll see how
they respond.”

The possible uses listed in
the plan, which would be part
of a multi-million redevelop-
ment, might include:

MW Subdivision and phasing
proposal — An enhanced
street grid with opportuni-
ties for parcel subdivision
and phased development.

n Residential — Up to four
low-rise residential towers
with potential for up to 150
units, ample parking, on-site
green space and clubhouse
amenities, and outstanding
views of adjacent protected
wetlands.

B Commercial — Two
mixed commercial/retail
buildings of approximately
24,000 square feet each, suit-
able for professional offices,
service-oriented businesses
and boutique shopping.

B Outlots — Two stan-
dalone outlots desired for
fast, casual restaurant devel-
opment, such as a brew pub,
sports bar, or popular chains,
each offering high visibility
to Highway 60 and outdoor
seating potential.

Equitable Bank has the
17.46 acres with the existing
150,000 square feet of multi-
tenant shopping center for
sale for $3.4 million.
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Festival Foods affiliate purchases Hartford Plaza

Company plans serving public sometime in 2022

By Joe VanDeLaarschot square feet of multitenant shopping

center for sale for $3.4 million.
Jvan@conleynet.com 262-306-5054

A Festival spokesman said exact
HARTFORD — An affiliate of plans for the Hartford location are
Festival Foods has closed on the still to be determined.

purchase of the most.ly vacant This photo, taken in July 2019,
Hartford Plaza on Highway 60 —  See PLAZA, PAGE 6A shows the mostly vacant Hartford
the east entrance to the city. Plaza along Highway 60 in

. ) Hartford. Kmart closed at this
According to the Washington location in July of 2016. On

County Register of Deeds office,
MKB Hartford, LLC. purchased the
property from Equitable Bank after
they had taken ownership from the
previous owner. Equitable Bank had
the 17.46 acres with the existing

Monday, an affiliate of Festival
Foods bought the approximately 17
acres of land and buildings. A
Festival Foods spokesman said they
hope to begin serving the public at a
new store at this location by

150,000 sometime in 2022,
Daily News file photo
Plaza because it means new development square feet from the former Kmart
and new jobs for the community. location. That includes the 38,000

From Page 1A square feet left vacant when Sentry

. “I would imagine that Festival did 2 Foods closed. Kmart opened at the
“The exact construction and lot of research on the area with all  Hartford location in November
opening dates are yet to be of the other competitors here and 1991,
determined, but we anticipate the potential,” Hostad said. “I think

serving the Hartford community in  a development like that will attract There are three other smaller
2022,” said Brian Stenzel, Festival ~ from a broader area than just the  businesses spaces available for
Foods’ community involvement city of Hartford. The other factor is lease that were formerly occupied
senior director. “Hartford is an there’s nothing else like it around. by Dollar Express, Little Caesars
exceptional community with a lot of That brand is not present certainly  and Radio Shack. In January 2019
great people. Hiring great people is  in Washington County and I think  the Common Council rejected
what we need to open a successful  the corporate location is in Fond du changes in city rules that would
store. It all starts with the people.  Lac, and I think no doubt that had  have allowed U-Haul to develop the
to be another factor in their decision complex.

“It is our goal to make grocery to give the community something
shopping an enj oyable experience,” g]se, something different.” In January the Common Council
Stenzel said. and Plan Commission approved a

o Much of the plaza has been vacant marketing plan for the property that
Tom Hostad, executive director of  for several years after the closure of showed the possibility of
the Hartford Area Development the Sentry Food store there anda  constructing new retail space as

Corporation, who along With the few years later of the Kmart store.  well as housing and restaurants. The
city had developed a marketing plan

12
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for the property, said he was aware With Kmart’s closing in the summer plan was paid for by the city,
that Festival Foods was looking at  of 2016, there was about 135,00 Equitable Bank and the HADC.
the property. He said he has not square feet of vacant space —
heard directly what Festival Foods nearly 86,500
plans for the site. Hostad said the
sale is good news for Hartford
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Submitted photo

The front of a typical Festival Foods store. This undated photo
shows a recently opened store in Verona. It is what a store
that’s planned to be open sometime during 2022 in Hartford
could look like as well.

New Hartford
Festival Foods

likely to create
200-2235 new jobs

CEQO: Hartford Plaza
location 1s largest company
has ever purchased

By Joe VanDeLaarschot
jvan@conleynet.com
262-306-5054

HARTFORD — Festival
Foods President and CEO
Mark Skogen said he is very
excited about his company’s
plans to locate one of its
stores in Hartford at the site
of the former Hartford Plaza.

Skogen said the company
did a lot of research before
closing last month on the pur-
chase of the property, which
was the former home for
Kmart and Sentry Foods. He
said they decided to located
in Hartford for two reasons.

“One is that
we need a big-
ger presence
in the Mil-
waukee metro
area. It is a
big city that’s
tough to mar-
Skogen ket. There’s a

big popula-
tion in the area, which
helps. No city is void of gro-
cery stores. It is never easy.
When you are going into a
city that has a bigger popu-
lation, density, that’s espe-
cially appealing,” he said.

See FESTIVAL, PAGE 6A
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Skogen

From Page 1A

“The second reason is the
opportunity to develop 17
acres there was appealing.
It was a reasonable price to
purchase and we believe we
can revitalize it and not
only put a grocery store
there, but more business in
general. It’s the largest area
we’ve every purchased.”

Skogen said typical Festi-
val Foods stores employ
about 200-225 full- and part-
time workers. He said no
final decision has been
made yet, but in his opinion
it is very likely the old Hart-
ford Plaza structure will be
torn down and a new build-
ing constructed.

“Just the age of the build-
ing and the set-up, some-
times it can cost more to fix
those than build new,” Sko-
gen said. “The trenching
that’s needed for our power
needs and our refrigeration
needs, often the doors for
the entrance of the build-
ing are not in the correct
place for us and a lot of
stores like old Kmart build-
ings that are closed have a
lower ceiling than we like
and doesn’t give us the feel
we want. So some of those
things come into play.”

Skogen said what makes
the Hartford site such a
good location is that they
can construct a business
center with 17 acres.

“That’s not always possi-
ble when there’s other
buildings already there and
packed around you,” he
said. “I think typically we
don’t have a full develop-
ment — it is usually just us,
but in this case it is proba-
bly the best opportunity
we’ve ever had to develop a
whole and complete cen-
ter.”

Skogen said nothing is
yet official about what will
happen with the few build-
ings that remain in the old
Hartford Plaza, but his com-
pany would like those busi-
nesses to stay when the pro-
ject is finished.

“I think we’ve had con-
tact and they’ve shown

interest in staying because
they are kind there alone
now with not as much traf-
fic as they should have so
I'm pretty sure that they’d
be interested,” he said.
“We’ve also had some con-
tacts with other businesses
about them coming in. It is
very encouraging to hear
the excitement about other
businesses joining us.

“That doesn’t always hap-
pen. Sometimes they don’t
have the appetite to partner
up and get something done.
Sometimes the restrictions
that are put on a new busi-
ness can make it take a real-
ly long time or sometimes
not happen at all,” Skogen
said. “So everything I've
heard about Hartford is
that is a great working rela-
tionship.”

He said the company still
does not have an official
opening date, but company
officials “have it penciled in
for 2022 as to when we’d like
to move in there.”

Skogen explained what
shoppers will find when the
shop at a Festival Foods
stores.

“We put our focus on
fresh departments — pro-
duce, deli, bakery, meat and
merchandise and make
more fresh, from-scratch
products. We try to have sig-
nature items that you can
only get at Festival,” he
said.

“Our other focus is our
people and having a shop-
ping experience that is
enjoyable. Our associates
are very guest-focused, lis-
tening to guests and going
above and beyond for
guests. Grocery shopping
can be done a number of
different ways and we're
trying to be different with
people and when you leave
the store we want you to
think that it was fun there.
We want to make the shop-
ping experience something
that they can look forward
to.”

Skogen said Festival
Foods now has 33 stores in
Wisconsin and after the
spring there will 35 when
two stores open after con-
struction is completed.
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Hartford Plan Commission approves design for
Festival Foods, Caribou Coffee, and Shoppes at Bell
Ave.

In BUSINESS HARTFORD POLITICS

By  Judy Steffes JUNE 15, 2021

©® 5174

June 15, 2021 — Hartford, WI — Design plans for a new Festival Foods, Caribou Coffee and retail
complex called Shoppes at Bell Avenue were approved this week by the Hartford Plan

Commission.

Community Development director Justin Drew laid out the makeup of the proposed 70,213-square-foot store at 1275 Bell
Avenue in the Hartford Plaza. He outlined the drive-thru on the east side of the building for online shopping pickup and the

drive-thru on the west side of the building for Caribou Coffee.

There was a short discussion on the new Shoppes at Bell Ave. building that would be to the northeast of the grocery. Drew

asked that the design on one center segment of the building include a different color and texture.

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/festival-foods-caribou-shoppes/ 1/3
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SHOPPES AT BELL AVE.

Alderman Joe Kohler agreed. “I don’t want it to look like a pole building as people come into town on Highway 60,” he

said.

Drew confirmed there would be “extensive vegetation in that area” and it will have landscaping.

Festival Foods is slated to open in 2022 and click HERE to read about jobs
for 200 people

“There will be four large trees east of that building as well as a couple of retaining walls... and then some decorative shrubs

as well,” Drew said.

The Plan Commission unanimously approved the design.

Click HERE to read about the new Starbucks opening in Hartford.
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Business is Booming in Hartford — Part 2

@ The future is bright along Sumner Street in Hartford. We've
e had a surge of interest in this area over the past few years,
HARTFORD which has resulted in new businesses opening in 2021 and

Wiseonsn 2022, along with the expansion of an existing Hartford
business.

Vhomes  fostival [ s

ORTHODONTICS
Building Boom on Sumner Street
Shopko ShopKo Optical, located at 1529 Sumner Street recently
Optical held their ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the official
opening of their doors to the community. On the Shopko
website, the CEO had this to say, “Opening this new location in Hartford is a huge win for our patients and the
Shopko Optical family,” said Russ Steinhorst, Shopko Optical CEO. “The new center will provide outstanding
patient-centric care to the area.”

Just down the road, Thomas Orthodontics built a new office that began welcoming patients in February. It is
located at 110 Pike Street, Unit B. They have already made themselves a valued part of the community,
participating in a cleanup at Willowbrook Park for Earth Day.

Prescription Analytics is not new to Hartford, but their continued growth has resulted in the construction of a
new 8600 sq. ft. office building on Wilson street just off of Sumner Street. The business was formerly located
in an old house, which they outgrew. HADC was happy to work with Prescription Analytics to connect them with
the right people on the city staff to get the ball rolling on their expansion project.

Goodbye Vacancies...Hello Festival Foods & Starbucks!

( Select Language V)



https://www.shopko.com/eye-care/wi/hartford/store-238/
https://www.jthomasbraces.com/hartford-office-location
https://www.festfoods.com/

Since the exit of Kmart and Sentry Foods at Hartford Plaza over four years ago, we've endured a large vacant
space marring the landscape of Sumner Street. So, it was no wonder that we were excited when Festival Foods
chose this location for a future store. Construction should begin during the second half of this year with an
expected opening date in 2022. The store is expected to create nearly 200 jobs in our community! Additional
development is planned for the site and will occur in 2022.

Another well-known brand recognizes the value of doing business in Hartford, Wisconsin. This year, Starbucks
will open a new store at 1502 E. Sumner Street, formerly home to a Clark gas station and car wash. It will be a
welcome site for commuters along the corridor who can easily grab a latte through the drive-thru!

Sumner Street is not the only area in Hartford to see a surge in business activity. Along with the changes in
downtown, described in our first article “Business is Booming in Hartford — Part One,” we are happy to report a
new restaurant option is now available in our community. Dudes Clubhouse, located at the Hartford Golf Club
opened in March of 2021. They are getting rave reviews for their Friday fish fry and Saturday prime rib.

“Hartford is a great place to do business and it's gratifying to see all of the new developments happening,” said
Tom Hostad, executive director of the Hartford Area Development Corporation. “I think people realize that this
is a community that is growing and that businesses thrive here. We're going to see more and more businesses
discovering this gem in the coming months and years. ”

City Website

Chamber of Commerce

Downtown District

€p»P Government Websites by CivicPlus®

( Select Language V)



https://www.festfoods.com/
https://www.starbucks.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DUDESCLUBHOUSE7072
https://hartfordgolfclubwi.com/
https://ci.hartford.wi.us/
https://ci.hartford.wi.us/434
https://ci.hartford.wi.us/433
https://connect.civicplus.com/referral

WEDNESDAY
October 27, 2021

$1
gmtoday.com

Trick-or-treat -
timesin
A / Washington
’.}.ﬂb County » 3a

DAILY NEWS

| advances past
| Hartford in boys

A Trusted News Source Since 1855

Festival Foods foundation

complete in Hartford
Store expected to open during spring of 2022

Bradford Paulson/Special to the Daily News

‘Construction crews work at the site of the Festival Foods in Hartford, 1275 Bell Ave.

By Kendra Lamer
¥ 262-306-5095
klamer@conleynet.com

HARTFORD — Construc-
tion of the new Festival
- Foods location in Hartford is
wellunderway, The company
anticipates finishing up con-
struction early next year.
Aaron Aspenson, Festival
Foods store planning senior
director; stated that footings
and foundation have gone in
and they are now working to
finish the walls, begin steel
erection and begin roofing to
make the shell water-tight.
The grocery store is part of
the Hartford Plaza Redevel-
opment Concept. The rede-
velopment, at 1201 through
1275 Bell Avenue, includes a
subdivision and phasing
potential, residential space,
commercial buildings and

Substantial portions of walls can be seen going up at the
Festival Foods site in Hartford, 1275 Bell Ave.

outlots.

Crews began razing the
former Kmart building over
the summer following Plan
Commission approval of the

demolition on June 14. The
Common Council approved a
certified survey map to
divide the old Kmart proper-
ty into two lots and rezone

one of them to allow more
flexibility in future stages of
development.

Upon completion, Festival
Foods will open in a 70,213
square-foot, standalone
building positioned on the

_.property similarly to where

the Kmart store was. The
location is expected to add
about 200 jobs to the area.

The Shoppes at Bell
Avenue, another building
being constructed as part of
the redevelopment, will mea-
sure 11,327 square feet on the
northeast corner of the site
near the intersection of Bell
Avenue and Novak Street.
The multi-tenant building
will have six retail spaces
and a facade with similar
characteristics to the Festi-
val Foods to match.

See FESTIVAL, PAGE 8A

Hartford’s Schwartz House
to receive grant funding

Money to fund historic structure report,

By Melanie Boyung
Special to the Daily News

HARTFORD — Efforts to
restore the Schwartz Fami-
ly House are getting back
on track, as the Hartford
Historic Preservation Foun-
dation has received a

director at the Chandelier
Ballroom, announced earli-
er this fall that the Hartford
Historic Preservation Foun-
dation would be receiving
the matching grant of up to
$9,000 to fund a historic
structure report for the
Schwartz Familv Hotice

“I am -absolutely delight-
ed to announce that plans
for the restoration and ren-
ovation of the Schwartz
Family House are sched-
uled to resume! We are so
honored to have just

received a $9,000 matching
orant from the Honwwr Thild

assist future projects

The grant being a match-
ing award, the foundation
will have to raise $9,000
from other sources to
receive that full grant
amount. Price said the his-
toric structure report, to be
provided by the Tower Her-
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Board

OKs annual
budget

Mill rate to remain’

at flat

By Kendra Lamer
262-306-5095
klamer@conleynet.com

WEST BEND — On Mon-
day, the West Bend School
District unanimously
approved the annual budget
for the 2021-22 school year. A
balanced  budget was
approved with a property tax
levy of $47,580,917, resulting
in a flat mill rate of $7.97 per
$1,000 of assessed value on
average across all municipal-
ities and parcels within the
district. ;

Information relating to
state aid and membership
was released to the district
on Oct. 15 from the Depart-
ment of Revenue and the
Department of Public
Instruction.

While a membership
decline of 234 full-time
equivalent (FTE) was expect-
ed, the district actually
gained 73 FTE. The district
has been experiencing
declining enrollment over
the course of several years.

“We’re over 6,100 students.
We thought we were going to
be dipping below the 6,000-
student threshold this year,
but we’ve maintained that,”
said Assistant Superinten-
dent of Business and Opera-
tions Andrew Sarnow. He
said they believe these num-
bers were achieved through
growth as housing permits
help to increase the number
of students and 'students
returning to the district after
homeschooling or going
through open enrollment
due to COVID-19. Sarnow
said it is an “interestingly
anomaly” at this time, but
they are unsure what this
will look like in the future.

Because of this member-
ship increase, the district
received $1.1 million less for

$7.97
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the 2021-22 budget, but is
expected to receive $2 million
more in 2022-23 and future
years as state exemptions are
set in place to financially
assist the district during
declining enrollment.

The district experienced
an actual property value
growth rate of 6.7 percent,
down from the expected 7.3
percent property value
growth. However, this differ-
ence in numbers would have
a minimal net financial
impact.

The district also expected
to use $230,000 in federal
stimulus to balance the bud-
get from ESSER (Elemen-
tary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief Fund) II,
ESSER IIT and CARES (Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security Act), but is
now expected to use $2.28
million.

“We’re very cautious with
this because we’re utilizing
these one-time dollars to bal-
ance- the budget,” said
Sarnow. The district has
needed to hire additional
teachers due to increased
enrollment and address
potential learning loss as
students return to the dis-
trict.

WBSD also received
$29,301,309 in state aid, about
$650,000 more than estimat-
ed. Due to this increase and
other factors, the district will
allocate $5.35 million
towards:- defeased debt,
rather than the $3.7 million
proposed in September, to
help retire the district’s ref-
erendum debt.

Celebrate
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